
Information pack for Students and Parents

This information packs provides all the pre-reading, questions and 

homework for the 15 day course.  

Please print this document and have it with you for every lesson.



Lesson One Introduction to 
non-fiction writing

Our Learning Objectives

1)  To understand what a non-fiction text is
2)  To identify the features of a non-fiction text

Key terms: Non-fiction, fact, opinion, audience, purpose, layout



Word Bank

• On the slide below there is a sheet for you to print.

• During the course you will have reading to do before the lesson.

• This sheet is for you to note down any words you may not 
understand with their definition.

• By the end of the course you should have a bank of words to 
improve your vocabulary.



Word Definition



Lesson 1 Pre-Lesson

Think about your life in the last 48 hours…

• What kind of texts have you come into contact with? 
(eg newspapers, leaflets, books etc)

• Where did you see them?

• What do you think was the intended purpose of the 
texts?

• Can you think of any differences between the texts?



Purpose and 

audience?
Facts?

Layout?

Language

?

Example 1 - Leaflet



Example 3- Newspaper report

Purpose?

Audience?

Layout?

Language?



Example 4- Speech on why Malala Yousufzai 
should win the Nobel Peace Prize

Malala Yousufzai embodies the spirit our generation should all embrace. Her love of 

education and equal rights has surpassed just herself and enveloped all girls in the world 

who are unfairly denied knowledge. Malala has, despite her dreadful suffering, become an 

example for all of us about what one can achieve in the face of adversity. The petty minded 

who fear well educated women should feel very threatened by her courage and love of 

scholarship.

Malala has the courage that we should all have. She does not just seek education 

and equal rights for herself but for all girls in the world. Even though she suffered 

badly, she set a great example for all people about how important education is. Some 

people think that women should not have education but Malala will prove them 

wrong!

Purpose? Audience? Language? Layout?



Lesson Two
Diary Writing 

1) To review apostrophe’s and commas

2) To summarise the features required to write a diary 



Pre-Reading for Lesson 2 Diary Writing



Homework Lesson 2

• I want you to write a diary entry – one day in your life, 

maybe a special event you remember.

• The diary entry must be at least 500 words long and 

must be submitted to info@jinstargroup.co.uk in word 

format by (4 days from date of lesson), where it will be 

marked and returned to students.

• Make sure you put your name on your diary entry.

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Three
Diary Writing 

1) To review some famous diarists and compare language

2) Using recount to write a diary entry



Pre-Reading Lesson 3



Homework Reminder

• You should all have submitted your Diary Homework by now, I 
will get this marked and sent back to you.

• Please complete the pre-reading for the next lesson and 
answer the questions.



Lesson Four 
Biography and Autobiography

Our Learning Objectives

1. To understand onomatopoeia
2. To understand the terms biography and autobiography
3. To understand the structure and purpose of an autobiography
4. To be able to use organisational features to structure the text
5. Develop self-awareness and listening skills



David Beckham – pre reading 

activity



Homework Activity 

Write your autobiography. (1000 words)
Focus on an important and interesting event in your 

life making sure you write in chronological order.  
Submit to info@jinstargroup.co.uk in word format 

by (4 days from date of lesson)

Ideas:

• When and where you were born
• Your family
• Starting school
• Making new friends
• New experiences and feelings related 

to these experiences
• People who have influenced you.

Remember: write in chronological order.

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Five  
Writing to Instruct 

Our Learning Objectives

1) Imperative Verbs
2) Writing Instructions 



Lesson Five Pre-Reading 



Homework

• Think of your best holiday.

• Who was with you?

• Where was it?

• What made it so memorable?

This is not a formally marked homework, so please bring your 
completed instructions to the lesson next week to read to your 
peers. 



Homework 

• Write a list of 10 instructions for a good holiday.
• Make sure you follow the rules for instruction 

writing.

• For example:
1. Make sure the hotel has a pool which is open all 

the time.
2. Splash your parents at least twice a day, aiming 

for full wetness.
3. Eat all the food you are not usually allowed (e.g. 

pizza for breakfast, constant cold drinks)
4. Block the aerosol sun screen with your hand when 

you apply it to your brother/sister’s back so that 
they end up with a sunburnt hand print (make 
sure you have the sunburn cream ready later on!)



Lesson Six 
Argument and Persuasive 

Writing

Our Learning Objectives

1) To discuss the similarities and differences between these types of 
writing and when you may need to use them

2) Identifying effective language techniques for this type of writing and 
explaining the effect on the audience. 

Emotive, Technical, Adjectives, Connectives 



Emotive, Technical, Adjectives, Connectives

Pre Lesson Reading Lesson Six

Spring Primary School

Spring rd.

London

L2 3JK

Dear Mr. Smith,

Having been a pupil at Spring Primary for the last seven years, I feel it is now my duty 

to relate to you the feelings of your students towards wearing a school uniform. It has 

long been felt by myself, and my peers, that wearing a school uniform is an outdated 

and impractical notion, which we no longer feel is necessary. By writing this letter, I 

hope to convince you that this is the case and begin negotiations on changing this 

rule. 

My reasons for not wearing uniform are as follows:

To begin with, a recent survey conducted by the school council identified that an 

overwhelming majority of 79% of pupils would prefer to wear their own clothes to 

school. As a Head Teacher, it is your duty to listen to and consider any opinions of 

your students and to negotiate with them. 



Pre Lesson Reading

As the school council are an elected body of students from all the classes in the school, it 
is important that you take heed of any information they discover about the wants and 
needs of the pupils. 

Secondly, myself and my peers feel more comfortable and at ease in our own clothes. 

This is important as the more comfortable we feel, the better we are able to concentrate 

on the work we are doing. If we are constantly fiddling with stiff collars, itchy trousers 

and uncomfortable shoes, this distracts us from the task in hand. Moreover, this distracts 

us from learning. Therefore, wearing our own clothes would improve and lengthen our 

learning time and ultimately impact and improve our achievement in school. (The 

school’s position on the league tables would rocket – and OFSTED would see that the 

Leaders and Teachers in school are working hard and getting results)!



Questions – Pre Lesson Reading 

• Highlight any vocabulary you don’t understand.  Look up the definition and 

write a sentence using the word in your ‘vocabulary bank’.

• List the main points the writer makes about why his/her Headteacher 

should get rid of school uniform.

• In your opinion, is the writer successful in persuading their Headteacher?  

Why/why not?

• What are the differences between this letter and the two speech extracts 

we studied in the previous lessons?

• Why do you think the writer uses the personal pronoun ‘my’ frequently in 

their letter?



Homework 

This is the 3rd Formally marked piece of work to be submitted in word format 

(Give students 4 days) .  This piece needs to be at least 500 words.  Please submit 

to info@jinstargroup.co.uk

I would like you to write an essay arguing the case against

• Are schools and teachers responsible for low test scores?

Include in your argument why schools and teachers are not responsible?, who else 

is responsible?, why?, is it a joint responsibility? 



Lesson 7
Argument and Persuasive 

Writing

Our Learning Objectives

1) How to write a formal letter 
2) Writing to argue and to persuade
3) Introduction to Debating

Emotive, Technical, Adjectives, Connectives 



Emotive, Technical, Adjectives, Connectives

Pre Lesson Reading for Lesson 7

Should Mount Snowden be open to tourists?

There is a lot of discussion about whether Mount Snowden should be open to 

tourists.

People who agree that it should, claim that walking up the mountain is a good form 

of exercise.  A further point they make is that when tourists come, they spend 

money in the area which in turn provides jobs for local people. It is also argued that 

because tourists come to the area, facilities are improved and preserved for 

everyone.  

However, there are also arguments against this point of view.  Other people feel that 

too many visitors wear out the paths and erode the soil.  They say the tourists drop 

litter and pollute the area.    Furthermore, they claim that tourists spoil the area and 

bring extra traffic. 
Snowden should be open to tourists but with a limit to the number who can walk 

on it each day.



Questions – Pre Lesson Reading 

• Highlight any vocabulary you don’t understand.  Look up the definition 

and write a sentence using the word in your ‘vocabulary bank’.

• What reasons does the writer give for Mount Snowdon being open to 

tourists?

• What reasons does the writer give for Mount Snowdon not being open to 

tourists?

• Do you think that this is a balanced article? Why?

• After reading the article, what do you think? Open or not?



Homework 

This is the 4th Formally marked piece of work to be submitted by (give students 4 

days) in word format to info@jinstargroup.co.uk.  This piece needs to be at least 

500 words.

I would like you to write an letter to the Headteacher of your school, to persuade 

him to let students organise a Non Uniform Day to raise money for a charity to be 

chosen by the students. 

This needs to be a formal letter using your best powers of persuasion 



Lesson 8
Informative Text 

Our Learning Objectives

1) Feedback of Homework then review Persuasive Letter Writing 
2) Pre-Reading Activity 
3) Features of Informative Texts 
4) Connectives 

Emotive, Technical, Adjectives, Connectives 



Pre-reading for 

Lesson 8



Pre-Reading Questions 



Homework 

• I want you to write me a piece of informative text, telling me some facts and information about 
your favourite hobby/pastime.

• The text needs to be written using the language structure and features.

• It needs to be 250 words long, so really think about summarising the information.

• This is not a formally marked piece of homework so bring your text to the next lesson.



Lesson Nine 
Newspaper Article

Our Learning Objectives

1) To understand active and passive voice
2) To understand the main features of a newspaper article
3) To understand the writing style of a newspaper article



Pre – Lesson Reading Lesson 9

• Highlight any vocabulary you don’t 

understand.  Look up the definition 

and write a sentence using the word 

in your ‘vocabulary bank’.

• What is the headline of the 

newspaper report?  What language 

techniques is used and what is the 

effect on the reader?

• List all the facts used in the text

• List all the opinions used in the text

• What buildings were damaged in the 

air raid?

• What did the witnesses say that 

they saw?



Homework - Lets Write a Newspaper 
Article

You are now going to write a newspaper article based on facts below.  Think about layout, language, 

style of article, include all the facts.  The article will need a picture and must be 300 words.  Plan you 

article, obtain your information.  Research if necessary.

• Prince Harry marries 

Megan Markle

• 19th May 2018

• St George’s Chapel, 

Windsor Castle

This is a formally marked piece of work 

and needs to be submitted in word 

format  to info@jinstargroup.co.uk (give 

student 4 days)

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Ten 
Newspaper Article

Our Learning Objectives

1) To understand the use of emotive language in an article
2) To look at active and passive sentences 
3) To investigate how to interview a witness



Tuesday 13th November  Now only 3 coins  

Jealous Jill jolted 

Jack!  

Following last Friday’s terrible ’accident’ at 

The Hill where Jack, a local boy, suffered 

atrocious injuries to his crown, we can now 

confirm that police have his sister, Jill, in 

custody.  

At first it appeared that last Friday’s events 

were an unfortunate coincidence with the 

two siblings both taking tumbles down the 

hill whilst fetching a pail of water, however, 

witness reports provided to the police 

suggest that all is not as it seems…  

One witness, who wants to be known as  

‘She who wears a scarlet hood’ exclaimed, 

“I couldn’t believe my eyes!  I was collecting 

flowers for my Grandmother in the wood 

and when I looked up I saw a young boy 

the profits from their water-collection 
business from which Jill was receiving a 
reduced share.  Jill will remain at Rapunzel 
Towers Police Station while further 
investigations take place.  Meanwhile, Jack 
remains in hospital in a critical condition.   

 

Jack and Jill before last Friday’s events  

1. Highlight any vocabulary you don’t understand.  Look up the 
definition and write a sentence using the word in your ‘vocabulary 
bank’. 

 

2. What do you notice about the layout and presentation of the report?  
How is this different from the other genres we have studied so far? 
(Speeches and argument/persuasive writing). 
 

3. Using ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘when’, ‘who’, ‘why’ and ‘how’, explain what has 
happened in the story. 
 

4. Where are Jack and Jill now? 
 

5. What had Jack and Jill argued about? 
 

6. What did the witness see? 

Lesson 10 Pre-lesson activity is to read the article in the handbook and 

answer the questions.



Lesson 11
Speech Writing 

Our Learning Objectives
1. To understand the features of a great speech

• Key terms: Audience, purpose, alliteration, rhetorical questions, rule of three



Pre-reading and activity

Read the following extract and complete the activities

First Lady Michelle Obama’s speech to the young women of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 

school during an event at Oxford University

I'm not the only one who's excited to see you all here today. Students and faculty at this university were eager to visit with 

you all, as well.

And there's a reason for that. It's because all of us – and it's important for you to know that – all of us believe that you 

belong here; that this is a place for you, as well. We passionately believe that you have the talent within you, you have the

drive, you have the experience to succeed here at Oxford and at universities just like it across the country and across the 

world, because you attend a school that has been labelled "outstanding", a school that's preparing you for whatever course 

of study that you might choose.

Pre-reading Lesson 11



I know that you spend each day with girls from many different countries, who speak 59 different languages in your school. So you're already 

learning how to fit into a university like Oxford, which has students from more than 140 different countries.

And finally, by overcoming challenges in your lives – by adjusting to a new culture, and learning a new language, many of you enduring 

hardships in your own families – through those experiences, you have gained strength, courage and maturity that is far beyond your years.

And those qualities will help you succeed in school and in life. So in other words, all of us who brought you here today don't just think that 

universities have a lot to offer you. We believe that you all have a lot to offer these universities – your talent, your passion, your unique life 

experiences. And we very much want you to believe that's true, as well.

And I know that from my own experience, that can be hard sometimes. And I remember back when I was your age, trying to decide which 

schools that I would apply to. And I remember how well meaning but misguided people sometimes questioned whether someone with my

background could succeed at an elite university.



And when I was accepted at one of those universities, I had all kinds of worries and fears and doubts before I entered. I worried that I 

wouldn't be as well prepared as students who had come from more privileged families. I worried that I wouldn't fit in somewhere so 

different from where I'd grown up, or with people whose backgrounds were so different from mine.

But after a few months in college, away from home on my own, I realised that I was just as capable and I had just as much to offer any of 

my classmates. I realized that if I worked hard enough, I could do just as well as anyone else. I realised that success is not about the 

background you're from. It's about the confidence that you have and the effort you're willing to invest. […]

And I want you to know that you have everything you need to succeed at a place like this. You just have to work hard. That's it. You have to 

push yourselves. That's the only thing. This does not come easy for anyone. Everyone here, regardless of their background, got here 

because they worked hard. And you stay here because you work hard. But more importantly, you have to believe in yourself. You have to 

mentally believe that you can be here. You have to paint that picture for yourself.

And most of all, when you eventually get to a place like Oxford, I want every last one of you to reach back and to help others get here, too.

That's one of the reasons why I'm here, reaching back, even as First Lady of the United States, making sure that other young girls get the 

same opportunities that I have. Maybe that means mentoring or tutoring young people in your community. Or maybe it means keeping in 

touch with students at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and helping them with their university applications, because many kids don't have the 

experience to even apply.



And the one thing is that you don't have to wait until you've made it yourself. You don't have to wait until you're big time. You can start the 

minute that you get back to school, because for every one of you here, there's someone else from your school who could be here, who won't 

have this opportunity. So I want you to tell your classmates about the people that you met here today, about the classes you attended here. And 

I want you to get them all inspired and excited about what you've seen here today. You all have so much to offer.

You have to believe that. And I look forward to seeing all of you fulfill whatever dreams you have, and I know they're big. So I want to see you 

all in the future, visiting me somewhere around the world, doing great things.

• Highlight any vocabulary you don’t understand.  Look up the definition and write a sentence using the word in your ‘vocabulary bank’.

• What are the main points Michelle Obama is trying to get across in her speech?

• How many different languages does Michelle Obama say are spoken at the school?

• How many different countries are represented at Oxford University?

• What is the effect of the repetition of ‘you’ throughout the speech?  Why do you think she does this?

• What does Michelle Obama say that she wants the girls to do?



Homework

• Read the pre reading that will be sent on Monday and answer 
the questions.

• Read the Malala speech that will be sent after the lesson –
what are your thoughts to this speech?  



Lesson 12 
Speech Writing:

Delivery

Our Learning Objectives

1) To be able to identify the features of good public speaker
2) To be able to deliver an extract of a speech effectively
3) To be able to write an effective speech of your own

Key terms: Timing, tone, volume, emphasis 



Pre-Reading Lesson 12 

Read the following extract and complete the activities

Winston Churchill’s speech ‘we shall fight them on the beaches’ is one of the defining 

speeches during the Second World War. 

This is one of three speeches Churchill gave at this time. 

4 June 1940

“I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best 

arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able to 

defend our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of tyranny, if 

necessary for years, if necessary alone.



At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That is the resolve of His Majesty’s Government-every man of them. That is 

the will of Parliament and the nation.

The British Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in their need, will defend to the death their native 

soil, aiding each other like good comrades to the utmost of their strength.

Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have fallen or may fall into the grip of the Gestapo and all 

the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or fail.

We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France,

we shall fight on the seas and oceans,

we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be,

we shall fight on the beaches,

we shall fight on the landing grounds,

we shall fight in the fields and in the streets,

we shall fight in the hills;

we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this Island or a large part of it were subjugated and 

starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God’s 

good time, the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.”



• Highlight any vocabulary you don’t understand.  Look up the definition and write a sentence using 

the word in your ‘vocabulary bank’.

• Write a paragraph summarising what the speech is about

• Who was Winston Churchill and what do you think he was trying to achieve by giving this 

speech?

• What is the effect of words (personal pronouns) such as ‘we’ and ‘our’? Why do you think he uses 

them so much?

• What repetition can you find and how does it affect the audience?

• How does the speech differ from other types of writing you may have read?

Answer the following questions 



Homework 

• I want you to write a speech about something you are passionate about

• The speech needs to be at least 500 hundred words long

• You need to follow the conventions of speech writing we have learnt

• This is a formally marked piece to be emailed to info@jinstargroup.co.uk

by (give student 4 days in word format)

• You will deliver your speeches to your peers in the next lesson 

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Thirteen 
Book Review

1) Word Association – Vocabulary Builder

2) How to write a book review



Pre – Lesson Activity  Pre Reading for Lesson 13



Homework 

Your next piece of homework is to write a book 
review  - it can be on any book you have read 
recently, it needs to be 500 words long and have one 
cause and effect in the review.  The review needs to 
be submitted to info@jinstargroup.co.uk (give 
students 4 days) in word format.

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Fourteen
Film Review

1) Grammar Quiz!!

2) How to write a film review



Pre-Reading Lesson 14



Homework

For homework I would like you to complete and submit 
a film review on any film you have recently watched.  

Email to info@jinstargroup.co.uk (give students 4 days) 
in word format. 

mailto:info@jinstargroup.co.uk


Lesson Fifteen
Travel Review

1) Synonyms and antonyms

2) How to write a travel review

3) Write a travel review of Beijing



Pre-Reading Lesson 15



I would like you to write a travel review 
of Beijing – you can talk about the city 
as a whole, or think about one specific 
aspect of Beijing.  I have never been to 
Beijing so when you read it to me make 
sure it will make me want to visit.

In the final 10 minutes of the lesson we 
will read our travel reviews


